Volume 113 Issue 12 by Southwestern Oklahoma State University
12-6-2017
Volume 113 Issue 12
Southwestern Oklahoma State University
Follow this and additional works at: https://dc.swosu.edu/the_southwestern
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Newspapers at SWOSU Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in The
Southwestern by an authorized administrator of SWOSU Digital Commons. An ADA compliant document is available upon request. For more
information, please contact phillip.fitzsimmons@swosu.edu.
Recommended Citation












Southwestern Oklahoma State University’s Student Publication
                 Est. 1904
Volume 113 Issue 12


























Holiday Collage Concert 
Planned December 10 at 
SWOSU
SWOSU’s Department of  Music will 
host its third annual Holiday Collage 
Concert on Sunday, December 10, on the 
Weatherford campus.
The public is invited to the 3 p.m. con-
cert in the Fine Arts Center.
Fun for all ages, the program show-
cases arrangements of  joyful holiday 
favorites performed by the SWOSU large 
ensembles, including the Wind Symphony, 
Symphonic Band, Jazz Ensemble, South-
western Singers and Orchestra. 
Solo performances and small chamber 
ensembles will highlight music faculty 
and outstanding student soloists in works 
ranging from flute choir and saxophone 
quartet to vocal ensemble and trumpet 
ensemble.
 The performance will culminate in a 
special cameo by Santa and a sing-along of  
holiday classics.
The holiday cheer will continue fol-
lowing the performance with a cookie and 
beverage reception in the lobby of  the 
Fine Arts Center. All concert attendees are 
invited to enjoy holiday treats and pose for 
pictures with Santa.
All ticket proceeds benefit SWOSU stu-
dent scholarships. The suggested donation 
is $10 at the door.
Singers, solos, and jazz Dec. 10
The Baptist Collegiate Ministry 
(BCM), a faith-based student organi-
zation at SWOSU, is hosting a food 
packing party this Monday, December 
11, in Weatherford.
The BCM is invited area residents 
to help package and seal 20,000 meals 
that can be distributed as needed to 
help fight hunger and food insecurity 
in western Oklahoma.
The packing party is at 7 p.m. at 
the BCM Building, located at the 
southeast edge of  the SWOSU cam-
pus.
“Recently, at a Leadership Weath-
erford event, SWOSU Vice President 
of  Student Affairs Dr. Ruth Boyd 
said food insecurity is a current trend 
that SWOSU Student Services is 
seeing,” said Scott Hume, director of  
the BCM. “An increasing number of  
college students are able to pay their 
tuition, rental and utilities, but are not 
able to find consistent, healthy eating 
options.”
Hume said this was alarming to 
the BCM and the student organization 
wants to assist not only SWOSU stu-
dents but also this area of  the state.
The meals will then be distributed 
to the Weatherford Ministerial Alli-
ance, Weatherford Food and Resource 
Center and SWOSU.
For additional information about 
the upcoming packing party, contact 
Hume at 580-302-3575.









Seniors who plan to participate in 
the May Convocation are encouraged 
to get their portrait for the senior 
memory book today or Thursday. 
Lifetouch Studios is taking por-
traits of  seniors from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 6, and 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 7. in the Bonny 
Board Room of  the Student Union.
Senors who plan to complete de-
gree requirements in the fall of  2017, 
the spring of  2018, or the summer of  
2018, are encouraged to participate. 
The portraits will be included in 
the 2017-2018 edition of  the Gradu-
ate Record, which is a senior memory 
book given free to seniors after May 
Convocation. 
Organizers of  the event estimate 
the entire process will only take about 
ten minutes of  a student’s time. 
For more information, please call 
(580)774-3083, or e-mail joel.kendall@
swosu.edu.
Senior portraits set for 
today and Thursday
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Interactive exhibit wins national award
An interactive exhibit—Touch 
and See Your Park— at the Washita 
Battlefield National Historic Site 
(WBNHS) that was created by 
Southwestern Oklahoma State Uni-
versity faculty and staff  in Weather-
ford has won the 2017 National Park 
Service (NPS) Interpretive Design 
Project Achievement Accessibility 
Award.
The collaborative project be-
tween WBNHS and SWOSU created 
an interactive exhibit designed to 
interpret the battle along the Washita 
River for all visitors—including visi-
tors who have visual disabilities.
The national award is presented 
to an NPS park or unit to recognize 
“exemplary” design, construction or 
renovation of  interpretive exhibits, 
waysides or program materials that 
incorporate creative uses of  technol-
ogy.
The WBNHS and SWOSU 
project was the first audio-tactile 
interactive interpretive exhibit at any 
NPS site.
Dr. Siriporn Peters in the 
SWOSU Department of  Art, Com-
munication, and Theatre led the 
project. The research team consisted 
of  Peters; Dr. Henrietta Mann, 
former president of  the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribal College; As-
sistant Professor Frederic Murray, 
instructional services librarian at the 
Al Harris Library; and Kevin Mohr, 
chief  of  interpretation at WBNHS. 
Assisting Peters with the project’s 
graphic design elements was Ang-
suemalin Peters, an engineering 
student at SWOSU. Instructor Na-
than Brooks and Brad Bryant of  the 
SWOSU Engineering Department 
designed and built the wooden stand 
to display the interactive exhibit, 
which meets the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements.
Funding was provided by orga-
nized research from the SWOSU 
College of  Arts and Sciences, 
Western National Parks Association 
through the WBNHS and SWOSU 
Foundation.
The Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University Foundation Board 
of  Trustees in Weatherford has new 
officers and committee chairs.
Officers of  the SWOSU Founda-
tion for the Fall 2017 – Fall 2019 
leadership term are:
Dianne Hunter, Edmond, Class 
of  1986, Chair
George Cohlmia, Oklahoma City, 
Class of  1974, 1st Vice-Chair and 
chair of  Investment Committee
Bryan Evans, Edmond, Class of  
1998, 2nd Vice-Chair
Debbie Shepherd, Weatherford, 
Class of  1979, Secretary and chair 
of  Property Committee
E. Vann Greer Andrews, Okla-
homa City, Class of  1960, Treasurer 
and chair of  Corporate Governance 
& Nominating Committee
Carl Hook, Norman, Class of  
1967, Past Chair
Other committee chairs include:
Philip Busey, Jr., Edmond, Class 
of  2004, chair of  Development 
Committee
Brice Harris, Fair Oaks, CA, 
Class of  1970, chair of  Scholarships 
& Grants Committee
Bruce Magill, Weatherford, Class 
of  1970, chair of  Finance Commit-
tee
Harvey Minton, Weatherford, 
Class of  1964, chair of  Audit Com-
mittee
“The SWOSU Foundation, Inc. 
plays an invaluable role in helping 
make possible our mission of  de-
livering a quality higher educational 
experience for all,” said SWOSU 
President Dr. Randy L. Beutler. 
“I look forward to continuing the 
outstanding relationships SWOSU 
and the SWOSU Foundation have 
maintained and cultivated for over 
40 years. I welcome our new Foun-
dation Chair, Dianne Hunter, and I 
thank her predecessor, Carl Hook, 
for his tremendous service.”
The Foundation Board of  Trust-
ees met recently on the Weatherford 
campus. Amongst other business 
conducted, the board commended 
Trustee Jim Mogg of  Hydro 
(SWOSU Class of  1971) who is 
leaving the board after serving in 
multiple roles including Chair and 
Past Chair. At the meeting, Mogg 
was named the 32nd member of  the 
SWOSU Presidential Order of  Merit 
by President Beutler.
The SWOSU Presidential Order 
of  Merit is an honor bestowed upon 
an individual who has shown out-
standing achievement, on the state, 
national or international level, in the 
arts, sciences, business, industry, the 
professions, sports, social service or 
public service.  
The prestigious award represents 
recognition of  significant distinction 
that a member of  the SWOSU fam-
ily has attained. SWOSU President 
Dr. John Hays introduced the award 
in 2004. The SWOSU Presidential 
Order of  Merit is the highest honor 
in the personal gift of  SWOSU’s 
chief  executive.
“Jim Mogg is a person whose 
accomplishments must be measured 
in miles, not feet,” said SWOSU 
Foundation Executive Director 
Garrett King. “SWOSU is a stronger 
university because of  his service on 
the Foundation Board of  Trustees, 
and I am a better person for having 
been able to work with and learn 
from him. 
He is a sterling example of  the 
finest ideals of  what it means to be 
a SWOSU Bulldog and I am grateful 
that President Beutler has chosen to 
name him to the prestigious Presi-
dential Order of  Merit.”
The SWOSU Foundation was 
established in 1977 to promote 
philanthropy and distribute funds to 
support the activities and programs 
of  SWOSU. 
Located on the Weatherford 
campus in the historic Burton 
House, the Foundation currently 
stewards over $23 million in assets 
for the benefit of  SWOSU. 
For more information, please 
visit www.SWOSUFoundation.com 
or call 580-774-3267.
(Photo left) Foundation Chair Dianne Hunter of Edmond recognizes Carl Hook of Norman for his two years 
of service as SWOSU Foundation Chair. (Photo right) Jim Mogg of Hydro (right) receives the SWOSU 
Presidential Order of Merit from SWOSU President Randy Beutler.
Foundation board names officers
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Wednesday, December 06, 2017
8:00 AM - 9:00 AM Common Grounds -Weatherford Campus
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Community Holiday Art Exhibit -Weatherford 
Campus
8:00 AM - 4:30 PM Last Day to Drop with Instructor Permission 
10:00 AM - 8:00 PM Yearbook Pictures -Weatherford Campus
11:00 AM - 1:30 PM College Lunch at St. Eugene Catholic Church Off 
Campus
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM Honors Association Bake Sale Table 
11:00 AM - 1:30 PM Phi Delta Theta NFL Drawing 
12:00 PM - 3:00 PM Latter Day Saints Student Organization Informa-
tion Table -Weatherford Campus
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM Lunch & Learn Seminar -Weatherford 
Campus
4:30 PM - 6:30 PM Duke’s Diner Christmas Dinner -Weatherford 
Campus
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM Kappa Kappa Psi - Business Meeting, 
BMH118 
6:00 PM - 10:00 PM Tau Beta Sigma - Business Meeting - BMH 
120 
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM Tutoring for Physics -Weatherford Campus
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM Kappa Psi Pharmaceutical Fraternity Initiation 
Ceremony -Weatherford Campus
7:30 PM - 10:00 PM Kappa Kappa Psi - Taco Dinner -Weatherford 
Campus
7:30 PM - 9:30 PM Phi Delta Theta Executive Meeting 
-Weatherford Campus
Thursday, December 07, 2017
All Day Music - Vocal Juries - BMH 101 
8:00 AM - 1:00 PM ACT Residual Exam -Weatherford Campus
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Community Holiday Art Exhibit -Weatherford 
Campus
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM Sigma Alpha Iota Colony Coffee Bar- FAC Lobby 
-Weatherford Campus
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM Yearbook Pictures -Weatherford Campus
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM Honors Association Bake Sale Table 
-Weatherford Campus
12:30 PM - 5:00 PM TEAS -Weatherford Campus
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM Physics Club Meeting -Weatherford Campus
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM SGA Meeting -Weatherford Campus
6:00 PM - 10:00 PM Sigma Alpha Iota Colony Waffle Auction - BMH 
101 -Weatherford Campus
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Fire Club Meeting -Weatherford Campus
7:00 PM SWOSU Women’s Basketball at Lubbock TX Christian 
University 
Friday, December 08, 2017
All Day Chain Saw Field Day 
All Day Music - Instrumental Juries - BMH 
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Community Holiday Art Exhibit -Weatherford 
Campus
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM Sigma Alpha Iota Colony Coffee Bar- FAC Lobby 
-Weatherford Campus
8:30 AM - 3:00 PM TOEFL -Weatherford Campus
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM Honors Association Bake Sale Table 
-Weatherford Campus
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM GSM Project Meeting -Weatherford Campus
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM SWOSU Men’s Basketball vs. Oklahoma Pan-
handle State University -Weatherford Campus
7:00 PM - 10:30 PM Class B State Championship Football Game 
-Weatherford Campus
Saturday, December 09, 2017
7:00 AM - 3:00 PM ACT National Test -Weatherford Campus
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Caring and Sharing -Weatherford Campus
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM FutsalOK League -Weatherford Campus
2:00 PM - 3:00 PM Music - Senior Recital, 2pm - Josiah Langley, 
French horn 
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM Adoption-Foster Care Ball -Weatherford 
Campus
Sunday, December 10, 2017
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM Music - Holiday Collage Concert - FAC Audito-
rium -Weatherford Campus
5:30 PM - 11:59 PM Sigma Sigma Chi Meeting -Weatherford 
Campus
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Phi Delta Theta Weekly Meeting -Weatherford 
Campus
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM Phi Mu Alpha - Business Meeting - BMH 101 
-Weatherford Campus
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM SASA General Meeting -Weatherford 
Campus
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM Sigma Alpha Iota - Business Meeting - BMH120 
-Weatherford Campus
8:00 PM - 11:00 PM Zeta Phi Weekly Meeting -Weatherford 
Campus
10:00 PM - 11:30 PM President’s Pancake Dinner -Weatherford 
Campus
Monday, December 11, 2017
Final Exams 
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Community Holiday Art Exhibit -Weatherford 
Campus
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM Weight Watchers at Work -Weatherford 
Campus
4:00 PM - 10:00 PM City of Weatherford Fire Department Christmas 
Party -Weatherford Campus
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM Phi Delta Theta-Phikeia Meeting -Weatherford 
Campus
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM Music - Merry Tuba Christmas Concert - FAC 
Auditorium -Weatherford Campus
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM Music - Merry Tuba Christmas/Harvey Phillips 
Foundation, 6pm - FAC Auditorium 
Tuesday, December 12, 2017
Final Exams 
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Community Holiday Art Exhibit -Weatherford 
Campus
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM Luncheon -Weatherford Campus
5:00 PM - 6:30 PM Computer Club Meeting -Weatherford 
Campus
6:00 PM - 8:30 PM Kappa Kappa Iota Meeting -Weatherford 
Campus
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Girl Scout Event -Weatherford Campus
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM HiSteppers Square Dancing -Weatherford 
Campus
Wednesday, December 13, 2017
Final Exams 
8:00 AM - 9:00 AM Common Grounds -Weatherford Campus
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM SSC Council Meeting -Weatherford Campus
12:00 PM - 3:00 PM Latter Day Saints Student Organization Informa-
tion Table -Weatherford Campus
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM Kappa Kappa Psi - Business Meeting, 
BMH118 
6:00 PM - 10:00 PM Tau Beta Sigma - Business Meeting - BMH 
120 
6:30 PM - 9:00 PM SWOSU Softball Christmas Party -Weatherford 
Campus
Thursday, December 14, 2017
Final Exams 
12:00 PM - 2:00 PM Sorosis Club Meeting -Weatherford Campus
12:30 PM - 5:00 PM TEAS -Weatherford Campus
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM Physics Club Meeting -Weatherford Campus
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM SGA Meeting -Weatherford Campus
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM Relay for Life Paint Party -Weatherford 
Campus
Friday, December 15, 2017
Final Exams 
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM SWOSU Women’s Basketball vs. Oklahoma 
Christian University -Weatherford Campus
10:00 PM Semester Ends and Semester Break Begins 
Saturday, December 16, 2017




























Six SWOSU College of  Pharmacy alumni were re-
cently honored on the Weatherford campus with awards 
from the SWOSU Pharmacy Alumni Association.
Honorees were Kelly Selby, Denton (TX); Travis 
Lawler, Amarillo, (TX); Dennis Curtis, Wichita (KS); 
Jamie Guerrero, Fort Worth, (TX); Sheldon Webb, Ed-
mond; and Nina Morris, Cordell.
The Professional Achievement Award recognizes 
outstanding professional achievement.  The award recog-
nizes individuals who have attained prominence in his/
her field and distinguishes the alumni who personify the 
SWOSU College of  Pharmacy’s tradition of  excellence. 
Selby, a 1981 graduate, was selected as this year’s recipi-
ent.
The Young Professional Achievement Award rec-
ognizes the outstanding professional achievement in 
the profession of  pharmacy of  an individual who has 
graduated from the SWOSU College of  Pharmacy in the 
last 10 years.  Travis Lawler, a 2007 graduate, received the 
2017 award and Dennis Curtis, a 2006 graduate, was the 
2016 award recipient.
The Humanitarian Award recognizes a SWOSU 
pharmacy graduate who significantly affected lives in a 
humanitarian way through service to their communities 
beyond the call of  duty.  The award also recognizes the 
individual’s dedication to the pharmacy profession and 
extraordinary humanitarian service to society. Guerrero, a 
2005 graduate, is this year’s honoree.
The Brandy Alumni Award recognizes outstand-
ing service to the SWOSU College of  Pharmacy and 
the Pharmacy Alumni Association.  It also recognizes 
the achievements of  an individual working on behalf  
of  the College of  Pharmacy through service in alumni 
programs, on advisory committees or through efforts 
made to ensure the welfare of  the College of  Pharma-
cy. The 2017 recipient is Webb, a 2008 graduate.
In addition, the Dr. H.F. Timmons Award recog-
nizes a SWOSU College of  Pharmacy faculty, staff  or 
administration member who has demonstrated extraor-
dinary dedication and service to SWOSU, College of  
Pharmacy, Pharmacy Alumni Association and the com-
munity. Honored this year is Dr. Nina Morris, assistant 
professor of  pharmacy practice and coordinator of  the 
Introductory Pharmacy Practice Program She is also a 
1975 graduate.
The SWOSU Pharmacy Alumni Association exists 
to support the SWOSU College of  Pharmacy students, 
alumni, faculty and friends.  Through annual and life-
time memberships and numerous alumni volunteers, 
the PAA assists the College of  Pharmacy in its efforts 
to educate pharmacy students, provide opportunities 
for interaction with SWOSU pharmacy alumni and 
recognize the contributions and achievements of  its 
pharmacy alumni. For more information, contact the 
SWOSU College of  Pharmacy Alumni & Development 
Office at swpharmacy@swosu.edu or 580-774-7197.
Honorees are (from left): Dr. H.F. Timmons Award, Dr. Nina Morris, Cordell; 2016 Young Professional 
Achievement Award, Dennis Curtis, Wichita (KS); Professional Achievement Award, Kelly Selby, Denton 
(TX); 2017 Young Professional Achievement Award, Travis Lawler, Amarillo (TX); Brandy Alumni Award, 
Sheldon Webb, Edmond; and Humanitarian Award, Jamie Guerrero, Fort Worth (TX).
Pharmacy alumni recognized and awarded
Giving Tree 
sponsors sought
SWOSU’s Career Services and New Student Orientation 
is hosting a “Giving Tree” this holiday season and is seeking 
people who would like to sponsor a person.
Heather Hummel, coordinator of  the SWOSU Career 
Services Office, said names and information for those 
nominated have been collected. Gift tags are available now 
in Stafford Center 209 for individuals who would like to 
help purchase gifts. Unwrapped items need to be returned 
to the same office by December 8.
For more information, contact Haley Davis via email, 
phone (580-774-3233) or stop by Stafford 209.
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Top Five Must-See 
   Holiday Movies 
1. A Christmas Story
- This holiday tale follows a young boy on his journey to get the ultimate Christ-
mas present, an official Red Rider BB Gun. 
2. Elf
- “Son of  a nutcracker!” This is not your typical holiday clas-
sic. This holiday comedy is about a man who stowed away 
in Santa’s toy bag as a child only to be raised by elves. He 
later finds out he is a human and goes on a quest to find 
his father, who also happens to be on the naughty list. 
3. How the Grinch Stole Christmas
- You’re a mean one mister Grinch! Cindy Lou wants to find the deeper meaning 
of  Christmas. She doesn’t think that Christmas should be all about giving gifts 
but giving love to everyone. Everyone including the Grinch, a mean, mountain 
dwelling, Christmas hater. He wants to steal the presents from all of  Whoville 
but has a change of  heart and saves Christmas. 
4. Home Alone 
- When Kevin is left at home during the rush to get to the 
airport. His family doesn’t realize they have forgotten him 
until they have already taken off  on their flight. Kevin spends 
Christmas home alone trying to dupe two thieves who are try-
ing to break into his home. 
5. A Christmas Carol
-This holiday story follows Ebenezer Scrooge on his journey to find the joy in life. 
He is visited by ghosts from different Christmas days he has experienced and is 
finally shown how lonely life will be in the end if  he lets the joy go. 
Top Five Ideas for 
Cheap Holiday 
5. Socks and underwear. Al-
though not the most exciting 
gift, these garments are practi-
cal and affordable. 
4. Homemade coupon book. Fill this with 
anything from a free car wash to a free five-min-
ute foot massage to a free hug. 
3. Person’s favorite snacks and drinks. This 
requires a small amount of  research and a small 
amount of  money but is always received gra-
ciously.
2. Nice letter. There’s nothing better than giv-
ing a heartfelt letter to a loved one. They’re inti-
mate, thoughtful, and best of  all, cheap.
1. Gift card. This idea is versatile because the 
receiver is given the free-
dom to choose the 
brand, and the cost 
doesn’t have to be too 
high. 
Your Movie Review:
Justice League, Coco & Wonder
with Daniel Thompson
Photo Courtesy comingsoon.net
Finals week is coming soon, and, as is tradition, now is the time that we all do 
our best to completely ignore whatever weird stuff  our professors want us to be 
doing in favor of  literally anything else on the face of  the planet. Like going to the 
movies. This week, I have not one, not two, but THREE reviews for you (three 
shall be the number thou shalt count, and the number of  the counting shall be 
three). One will make your eyeballs bleed, and the other two will make you weep, 
so any way you go, there will be no dry eyes in the theaters this week. Let’s get 
started.
“Justice League” follows the story of  Dead-Parents Man and Fantastic Female 
as they recruit Fast Boy, Fish Boy, and Iron Man to help resurrect good old Neck-
Snapper himself, Superman, (his name is already a joke) to stop Steppenwolf  and 
his bug-people (not even joking) from turning Earth into their own personal lava 
playground (yup).  
“Coco” is the story of  a young boy named Miguel and his love of  music, a 
love which his family forbids. On Dia De Muertos, The Day of  the Dead, Miguel 
is transported into the land of  the dead to find his great-great-grandfather, the 
musician who abandoned his family years ago.  “Coco” features an entirely Latin 
American cast, and is a gorgeous visualization of  cultural tradition. And yes, it will 
make you cry like the little babies you are.
“Wonder” is a tragic yet uplifting film about a young boy named Auggie who 
struggles in school because all the kids hate him because of  his really terrible 
haircut. Taking the challenges of  every normal, Star Wars loving kid entering the 
5th grade and showing how much harder they are for someone with bad hair, 
“Wonder” jumps from the perspectives of  multiple characters to show all sides of  
the story, and ultimately reveals how challenging, yet beautiful, life can be, even if  
your hair is very, very bad.
Here’s some things you should know about “Justice League”:  Wonder Woman 
is awesome, Flash is funny, and Cyborg says “Booya,” just the way it should be. 
Fans of  these characters have been waiting for this movie for years, and despite 
some flaws and some silliness, it brings lots of  superhero action to the table in a 
plotline ridiculous enough to be from the original animated series. As someone 
who hasn’t kept up since “Man of  Steel,” I can’t say that this is my favorite super-
hero flick of  the year, but it has some good moments.
Of  these films, “Coco” is my favorite. The music is fantastic, the characters are 
relatable, and the story is quintessentially Pixar. It reminded me a lot of  Monsters 
Inc in its creativity, and features the second biggest plot twist of  the year (Michael 
Keaton?! What are you doing here?!). While it may not be quite as good as “Inside 
Out,” it’s heads and tails above “Finding Dory.” I love the culture portrayed, I 
loved the ending, and I loved the message of  “follow your dream, but don’t aban-
don your people.” Also, as a plus, word has it the horrifyingly long Olaf  short film 
that they played in front of  the film when I was there has been removed nation-
wide, so you won’t even have to sit through that filth.
Many of  us, or at least our younger siblings, have read “Wonder,” and this sto-
ry of  the ultimate underdog is emotional and real. The characters are all great, and 
the film pulls off  the impossible by making Owen Wilson a really likable guy (who 
knew), all the while keeping things far lighter than they could have been. It deals 
not just with the challenges that Auggie faces, but also those faced by his sister 
and his mother, providing unique glimpses into very real lives. But by tapping into 
the head and heart of  the type of  person so many people don’t even know how 
to act around, “Wonder” gives us a wonderful (see what I did there?) perspective, 
and even when the film hits moments we’ve all seen before, it still touches us.  
Strangely enough, all three of  these movies are about the same thing, and that’s 
family. Whether that family is the absolute goals of  human beings that surround 
Augie in “Wonder,” or the traditionalist family that struggle against, yet love, 
Miguel in “Coco,” or the surrogate family that Batman and Wonder Woman cre-
ate to save the world in “Justice League,” they all speak similar truths about the 
relationships between people.  Perhaps, truly, that is what all films are about, when 
we get down to it.
All three of  these films are playing now at the Showest 4 theater in Weather-
ford.
Photo Courtesy cdn.comPhoto Courtesy backstagetales.com
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ATHLETICS
Bulldogs hold off Harding
SEARCY, Ark. – Jerry Hurt scored 
the final seven points of  the game for 
SWOSU, helping his team to a 71-70 vic-
tory over Harding, marking the Bulldogs 
first Great American Conference vic-
tory of  the season and their first win at 
Rhodes-Reaves Field House since joining 
the GAC.
SWOSU was forced to play the final 
5:18 without two of  their top three scor-
ers after guards Devin Pugh and Charles 
Beauregard, Jr. fouled out. That foul 
trouble thrust Jerry Hurt into the leading 
role and allowed the junior to score seven 
of  his game-high 22 points in the final 
3:14, including the go-ahead three-pointer 
with 2:10 to play.
After Hurt’s three-pointer made it 
69-66, Harding scored to again make it 
a one-point game with 1:40 remaining. 
SWOSU’s next offensive possession came 
up empty, but Hurt turned defense into 
offense with a steal he took the length 
of  the floor for a lay-in to put SWOSU 
back up 71-68 with less than one minute 
to play. The Bulldogs held off  Harding 
after the Bisons scored a basket with 41 
seconds to play, but good defense from 
SWOSU on the final possession forced 
Harding to take a tough three-pointer that 
was off  the mark at the buzzer.
SWOSU got a team-high 22 points 
from Hurt, who came off  the bench for 
the first time this season and connected 
on 9-of-17 field goal attempts while also 
totaling three assists, two rebounds, and 
one steal. Beauregard added 18 points in 
30 minutes before fouling out while Nick 
Shoemaker added eight points and four 
rebounds.
The Bulldogs got plenty of  other big 
contributions off  the bench, including 
seven points and two steals in 21 minutes 
for Cooper Battisti, who hit 5-of-6 free 
throws and played big minutes down 
the stretch with his team in foul trouble. 
Luke Luna stepped in and hit all three 
of  his field goal attempts, finishing with 
six points, six rebounds and one blocked 
shot in 15 minutes of  action. Their efforts 
helped SWOSU’s bench outscore their 
counterparts 39-23.
“We got good complimentary play 
today from a lot of  players coming off  
of  the bench this game,” SWOSU Head 
Coach Bob Battisti said following the win. 
“We had a positive practice yesterday and 
we knew we were going to play well, but 
we still had to come out today and execute 
so I give our guys a lot of  credit for that.”
SWOSU snaps a six-game slide with 
the victory, which improves the Bulldogs 
record to 2-6 (1-3 GAC) on the year. Next 
up for the Bulldogs is a pair of  non-con-
ference contests to close out the month 
of  December, starting on Friday against 
Panhandle State. Tipoff  of  that game has 
been moved up to 5:00 pm to accom-
modate other events on the Weatherford 
campus on Friday evening.
SEARCY, Ark. – SWOSU Women’s 
Basketball won its eighth straight game to 
start the season following a 84-73 victory 
over the Harding Lady Bisons on Saturday 
afternoon. This is the best start to a season 
in SWOSU’s NCAA Division II history 
and the best since the 1992-93 season when 
the team that year started 11-0.
With the win, the Lady Dawgs now 
sweep their annual weekend trip against 
Arkansas Tech and Harding – marking the 
first time in Great American Conference 
history a team has collected wins over the 
two teams in the same conference week-
end.   
SWOSU brought its defense to Rhodes 
Reaves Field House in the first half, hold-
ing Harding to just 32% shooting on 
10-for-31 overall from the field. The Lady 
Bulldogs forced the Lady Bisons into 11 
turnovers while committing just two them-
selves.
Even with the tight defense, SWOSU 
couldn’t quite distance themselves from the 
Lady Bisons after shooting just 34% from 
the field themselves. The Dawgs managed 
to take 13 more shots than Harding, but 
took just a six-point lead into the halftime 
locker room leading 33-27. Tyra Aska 
paced the offense with 13 first-half  points, 
followed by Hayden Priddy with eight and 
Hailey Tucker with seven.
By the completion of  the third quarter, 
SWOSU had built a 12-point lead. Tucker 
began to heat up, scoring eight points in 
the 10-minute session including 2-for-2 
from way beyond the arc within a minute 
span that helped the Dawgs first establish 
their double-digit margin. The third quarter 
was SWOSU’s best shooting quarter, con-
necting on 50% of  their 18 shots as a team.
Holding a double-digit margin heading 
into the fourth and final quarter, SWOSU 
and HU went back and forth throughout 
the remainder of  the game. In the early go-
ing it was the Lady Dawgs who looked like 
they would run away with the game after 
Hayden Priddy was fouled on a fast break 
and got her layup to fall for the and-one. 
The three-point play put SWOSU ahead 
by 17, but a quick Harding run got the 
Lady Bisons back within nine nearing the 
halfway point of  the quarter.
HU would cut their deficit to seven 
on three separate occasions, but SWOSU 
answered each time to halt any form of  
comeback by the Lady Bisons. After the 
dawgs weathered quick shots by Harding 
paired with fouling to extend the contest, 
the time finally ran out and SWOSU earned 
its hard fought victory.
The starting five for SWOSU finished 
with 76 of  the 84 points scored in the 
game, led by Tucker and Priddy who each 
tallied 24 apiece. Tucker matched her career 
best in blocks, stuffing six HU shots on 
the afternoon while also missing her third 
straight double-double by just two re-
bounds. Tyra Aska was quiet in the second 
half, but finished with 17 points. Bethany 
Franks was in foul trouble for much of  
the afternoon, but added five points and 
a team best nine boards and four steals to 
her stat line.
“I challenged my team today, and I 
love that my team can step up to those 
challenges on a daily basis,” Head Coach 
Kelsi Musick said in her postgame in-
terview. “We’ve done a lot of  things and 
made a lot of  history, but we’ve never 
gone on this road trip and gone 2-0 and 
we finally got that done today. I’m so 
proud of  them today and we’re ready for 
another challenge on the road next week 
with Lubbock Christian.”  
The win sets up another Top 25 
matchup for SWOSU, when they travel to 
Lubbock, Texas next Thursday (Dec. 7) to 
take on No. 8-ranked Lubbock Christian 
whose only loss this season is to reigning 
NCAA Division II Champion Ashland. 
Women’s team remains undefeated with eighth win
Hailey Tucker (12), Hayden Priddy (14), and Bethany Franks (23) celebrate during 
recent basketball action. The Bullogs are 8-0 on the season.
Jerry Hurt drives against a Harding player during game on Dec. 2.
DAYTONA BEACH, 
Fla. – SWOSU senior 
linebacker Austin Loomis 
will have the opportunity 
to play one more collegiate 
game after being selected 
to appear in the eighth an-
nual National Bowl Game 
on Sunday, December 10, 
at Daytona Municipal Sta-
dium in Daytona, Florida.
The National Bowl 
Game is an annual post-
season college football 
all-star game consisting of  
top players from Non-FBS 
schools. The National 
Bowl is the elite and only 
current post-season all-star 
game to focus on players 
below the FBS level and 
give them the opportunity 
to play in front of  several 
scouts from the National 
Football League (NFL) 
and the Canadian Football 
League (CFL).
Loomis was named an 
honorable mention All-
Great American Confer-
ence selection following 
his senior season after 
leading the Bulldogs and 
ranking 12th in the confer-
ence with 74 tackles. He 
also led the team with two 
interceptions and recorded 
5.5 tackles for loss, two 
pass breakups and one 
quarterback hurry. A 
five-year member of  the 
SWOSU Football team 
from Edmond, Okla., Loo-
mis finished his career with 
262 career tackles, a mark 
that ranks him fifth in 
school history for tackles 
during the NCAA Division 
II era.
Loomis will be a 
member of  the National 
Team, which will wear blue 
jerseys for the National 
Bowl and be coached by 
Bobby Rome. Kickoff  of  
the game is set for 9:30 
am (EST) next Sunday in 
Daytona Beach.
“I am looking forward 
to representing SWOSU 
at the National Bowl and 
playing football one final 
time,” Loomis said. “I love 
the game of  football and 
I am looking forward to 
this opportunity to play 
another game.”
Loomis becomes the 
fourth former Bulldog 
to appear in the National 
Bowl Game and the first 
since 2014, when wide re-
ceiver Brad Smithey played 
in the game. Tight end 
Ryan Corbin and defensive 
lineman Jim O’Brien also 
played in the game follow-
ing the 2013 season, with 
Corbin coming away with 
the James Pratt Faith & 
Courage Award after his 
performance.
For more information 
about the National Bowl 
Game, visit their website: 
http://www.nationalbowl.
org/.
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Pancake Breakfast
Final’s week is coming up and with that being said, what better way to 
jumpstart the week off than to go eat pancakes and sausage at the Presi-
dent’s Pancake dinner!  The dinner will be at 10:00PM in the cafeteria 
at the Student Union the Sunday before Finals.  Get out, relax, and eat 













OKLAHOMA HALL  
CHRISTMAS PARTY
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas in Oklahoma Hall! 
Christmas trees are up and we are preparing for a Christmas 
party.  This event will take place on Thursday, December 7th 
at 7:00 pm in the Oklahoma Hall lobby. Come join us for 
food and games! Feel free to come dressed in a Christmas 
sweater, formal wear, or even Christmas pajamas! We hope to 




















Why did you choose you’re ma-
jor? 
I chose my major because I have a passion for helping 
others. I absolutely love working with kids to make a dif-
ference in their life.
What are your hobbies?
My hobbies are doing anything outside. I love to hike and 
explore.
What do you want to do when you graduate?
After I graduate, I would love to move back to my home-
town to be a special education teacher and I want to start 
my own non-profit.
What’s your favorite SWOSU moment?






Why did you choose SWOSU?
I chose SWOSU for multiple reasons. It is affordable and 
has the education program I wanted and also because my 
brother and sister came to SWOSU before me.
What are your hobbies?
Reading, playing video games, and going to church. 
What do you want to do when you graduate?
I would like to be a high school history teacher. I love his-
tory and would like to influence and encourage kids like 
so many of my teachers have done for me. 
What’s your favorite movie quote?
“All that is gold does not glitter; not all those who wander 
are lost; the old that is strong does not wither; Deep roots 
are not reached by the frost.” Aragorn, The Lord of the 
Rings: Return of the King.
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